
Chapter 5: Early Positivism  

Positive School: a 
perspective that assumes 
individuals have no 
free will to control their 
behavior.

eugenics: the study of 
and policies related to the 
improvement of the human 
race via discriminatory 
control over reproduction.

craniometry: field of 
study that emphasized 
the belief that the size of 
the brain or skull reflected 
superiority or inferiority, 
with larger brains and 
skulls being considered 
superior.

Craniometrists measured 
the size of brains and 
skulls and attempted to 
show that the larger the 
mass of the brain, the 
more superior the person 
or race.
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